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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL, 

February,  1928. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Hartlepool  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I herewith  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
done  in  the  Port  during  the  year  1927.  Particulars  are  also  given 
of  the  work  performed  at  your  Isolation  Hospital. 


i.  Hospital. 


During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1927,  there  were 
177  cases  admitted  into  Hospital  as  compared  with: — 


300  cases 

in  1926 

228 

1925 

264 

1924 

161 

1923 

85 

1922 

155 

cases 

in  1921 

201 
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1920 

217 

tt 

1919 
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1918 

61 
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1917 
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Of  these  177  cases,  there  were: — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  and 
Measles 

Measles 

Erysipelas  and 
Pneumonia 

Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria 


105  cases,  as  compared  with  248  cases  in  1926 


65 
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11 
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Scarlet  Fever  and 

Chicken  Pox  ...  0 

For  Observation  ...  0 

Babies  with  Mothers  0 


a 

ii 

ii 


3 

1 

3 


i) 

ii 

ii 


177 


300 


Of  these  177  cases,  there  came  from  : — 

County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool  ...  •••  147 

Borough  of  Hartlepool  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Rural  District  (Graythorp)  ...  ...  ...  1 

177 


9 deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  giving  a percentage  of 
5.08  as  compared  with  5.3  in  1926,  and  1.7  in  1925. 

The  deaths  were  made  up  as  follows : — 

8 from  Diphtheria. 

1 from  Erysipelas  and  Pneumonia. 

The  average  age  of  patients  was  9.4  years  as  compared  with 
8.6  years  in  1926,  and  9.7  years  in  1925. 


There  were  92  male  patients  and  85  female  patients. 
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[ospital  Staff. — This  consists,  at  present,  of  a Matron,  a 
Sister,  2 Probationer  Nurses,  a Laundress,  Cook,  Housemaid, 
2 Ward  Maids  and  a Porter. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — -At  the  Hospital  there  are 
50  beds.  There  are  for  Scarlet  Fever,  3 Wards,  for  Diphtheria, 
1 Ward,  and  for  Typhoid  Fever,  1 Ward.  The  Hospital  is, 
generally  speaking,  well  equipped  and  in  a good  state  of  repair. 


II.  Shipping. 

1.  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1927. 


Table  A. 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number  ] 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

inspected. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
De- 
fective. 

No  of 
Vessels 
on 

which 

defects 

were 

remed- 

ied. 

1 

f Steamers 

863 

929,704 

20 

820 

64 

64 

| Motors 

14 

5,992 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Foreign  h 

j Sailing 

1 

252 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

[Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign  ... 

878 

935,948 

20 

829 

64 

64 

' Steamers 

640 

507,934 

4 

601 

15 

15 

Coast- 

Motors 

4 

987 

0 

1 

0 

0 

wise 

Sailing 

17 

1,791 

0 

2 

0 

0 

.Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Coastwise  ... 

661 

510,712 

4 

604 

15 

15 

Total  Foreign 

and  Coastwise 

1,539 

1446,660 

24 

1,433 

79 

79 

% 


ii.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 


(«)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1927. — This,  not  being  an 
approved  Port  under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920,  for  the  landing  of 
aliens,  there  is  no  regular  passenger  traffic.  The  few  alien 
passengers  who  land  here  are  sent  to  the  Tyne  for  examination. 

(6)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  Principal  Trade  of  the  Port  for  the  year  1927,  was  : — 


IMPORTS. 


Sleepers 

21,542 

loads 

Pit  Props 

371,202 

>> 

Deals,  Battens  and  Boards  ... 

216,220 

»> 

Ash,  Beech,  Birch,  &c. 

10,794 

Cratewood,  Crown-trees,  Firewood 

6,03.9 

» 

Mining  Timber 

5,773 

»» 

Staves 

443 

•> 

Poles  ... 

563 

»> 

Brushwood,  Chocks,  etc. 

2,883 

V 

Eggs  ... 

45 

tons 

Corn,  Flour,  Meal 

1,158 

>» 

Sugar... 

65 

if 

Bricks,  Cement,  Clay 

3,350 

a 

Chalk,  Gravel 

3,557 

ff 

Ore  (Iron  and  Zinc 

23,507 

a 

Iron  and  Steel,  etc. 

34,255 

a 

EXPORTS. 

Coal  and  Coke  ...  ...  2,658,242  tons 


Taken  from  the  Hartlepool  Port  and  Harbour  Commissioners 
Return  of  the  Trade  of  the  Port  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1927,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission, 
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^PTimber  and  Pit  Props  are  imported  from  Russian,  Norwegian, 
Swedish  and  Baltic  Ports.  Oak  Logs,  Staves  and  Sleepers  from 
Dantzic.  Pitch  Pine  from  Texas.  Ore  from  Spain  and  Australia. 
Tin  Shearings  from  Norway  and  Holland.  Eggs  from  Denmark. 
Pig  Iron,  Steel  Plates,  etc.,  from  Belgium,  Holland  and  France. 
Wood  Pulp  from  Norway,  Sweden  and  Finland.  Chalk,  Loam, 
Clay  and  Bricks  from  London  and  Antwerp.  Small  quantities  of 
Food  Stuff  arrives  fortnightly  from  Hamburg. 

Coal  and  Coke  are  exported  to  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Baltic  Ports,  France,  Belgium,  Spain,  Italy,  Jugoslavia,  Germany, 
Greece  and  North  African  Ports  ; also  Coal  to  London  and  Channel 

Ports. 


iii.  Source  of  Water  Supply. — This  is  obtained  from  the 
Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  and  is  used  both  for  the  Port  and 
for  shipping.  All  vessels  requiring  water  while  in  Port  draw  their 
supply  through  hydrants  from  the  town  supply  and  this  can  be 
obtained  at  many  of  the  quays.  The  water,  though  hard,  is  of 
excellent  quality.  There  are  no  water  boats  in  use  at  the  Port. 

iv.  Infectious  Disease. 

1.  The  Regulations  made  by  the  Hartlepool  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  in  1908,  and  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  the  same  year,  require  every  Master  or  other  person  having  charge 
of  a ship  arriving  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority  with  any 
person  on  board  suffering  from  a dangerous  infectious  disorder,  to 
stop  on  arrival  in  the  outer  Bay,  and  forthwith  send  notice  to  the 
Inspector,  at  his  Office,  No.  24,  Town  Hall,  Hartlepool,  in  order 
that  the  Inspector  may  cause  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  visit 
the  vessel.  Should  the  weather  be  such  as  to  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  vessel,  she  may  be  brought  into  Port  and  moored  at  convenient 
buoys.  The  vessel  must  remain  in  the  outer  Bay  or  alternatively  at 
the  buoys  until  medical  inspection  has  taken  place.  Should  any 
dangerous  infectious  disorder  break  out  on  board  any  ship  after 
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arrival  in  the  Docks  or  Harbour,  the  Master  or  person  in  cnBrge  is 
required  to  give  notice  of  such  outbreak  to  the  Inspector.  This 
Authority  is  very  favourably  situated,  as  compared  with  many  Port 
Sanitary  Authorities,  with  regard  to  the  detection  of  Infectious 
Disease  on  inward  vessels.  The  Inspector’s  house,  which  is  the 
property  of  the  Authority,  commands  a view  of  the  Hartlepool  Bay, 
so  that  not  only  can  the  arrival  in  the  Bay  of  a ship  be  observed, 
but  also  any  “ Day  ” or  “ Night  ” signals  denoting  sickness,  etc. 
This  enables  the  Inspector,  when  necessary,  to  make  arrangements 
for  visits,  etc.,  prior  to  the  vessel  actually  entering  the  Port.  There 
are  no  arrangements  in  force  for  the  receipt  by  this  Authority  of 
wireless  messages  relating  to  the  health  of  inward  vessels.  It  would 
certainly  facilitate  the  work  of  this  Authority  if,  in  the  case  of 
vessels  fitted  with  wireless,  and  having  known  or  suspected  infectious 
disease  on  board,  it  was  required  to  send  a message  stating  the 
probable  time  of  arrival  in  Port.  We  would  then  be  in  a position 
to  board  the  vessel  immediately  on  arrival  and  deal  expeditiously 
with  the  matter  in  hand. 

Occasional  wireless  messages  are  received  by  Ship  Brokers 
in  the  Port,  and  if  there  is  any  special  reason  for  doing  so,  we  are 
advised  of  the  probable  time  of  arrival  of  the  vessel. 

Verbal  messages  relative  to  sickness  on  vessels  in  port  are 
received  also  from  Customs  Officers,  Ship  Brokers  and  Dockmasters. 

2.  With  regard  to  vessels  from  “ Infected  ” or  “ Suspected  ” 
Ports,  lists  of  Ports  are  periodically  issued  to  Customs  Officers, 
Pilots  and  Dockmasters.  These  are  amended  as  occasion  requires. 
Upon  arrival  of  vessels  from  listed  Ports,  day  or  night  signals  are 
shown  and  the  vessel  proceeds,  if  no  sickness  is  reported,  to  some 
convenient  mooring  to  await  the  visit  and  inspection  by  the  Medical 
Officer.  This  is  done  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  In  the 
meantime  no  unauthorised  person  is  allowed  to  board  or  leave  the 
vessel.  Notification  of  arrival  of  any  such  vessel  and  where  she  is 
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to  be^pirthed  is  given  by  telephone  either  day  or  night  by  Customs 
Officers  and  Dockmasters  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  in 
turn  notifies  the  Medical  Officer. 

3.  Vessels  arriving  from  foreign  and  coastwise  are  first  boarded 
in  the  Hartlepool  Bay  by  Hartlepool  Pilots  who  possess  an  excellent 
Steam  Cutter.  Customs  Officers  are  the  next  persons  to  board  all 
vessels  on  arrival  from  Foreign  and  sometimes  Coastwise  vessels. 
If  the  vessels  are  moored  at  the  buoys  in  the  Harbour  or  in  Dock, 
the  Customs  row  boat  is  used,  otherwise  the  vessel  is  boarded  at  the 
quayside.  The  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  most  vessels  from 
Foreign  and  as  many  Coastwise  as  possible  on  arrival,  or  as  soon 
after  as  circumstances  permit.  Should  the  vessels  be  at  the  buoys 
a foy  boat  is  hired. 

4.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease — other  than  Small  Pox— are 
sent  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Throston, 
Hartlepool.  Cases  of  Small  Pox  are  sent  to  Middlesbrough  Small 
Pox  Hospital.  Contacts  can  be  sent  to  Hospital  or  allowed  to 
remain  on  board.  In  the  events  of  contacts  being  allowed  to  leave 
a vessel  notification  is  sent  to  Medical  Officers  of  areas  concerned. 

5.  Infected  quarters  are  disinfected  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  sent  to  the  Hospital  where  a 
Washington  Lyons  Steam  Disinfector  is  in  use. 

6.  By  an  arrangement  with  the  West  Hartlepool  Corporation 
their  Burn  Road  Cleansing  Station  can  be  used  for  the  cleansing 
and  disinfestation  of  verminous  seamen  and  their  belongings. 
During  1927,  no  case  requiring  such  treatment  came  under  my 

notice. 

7.  A horse  ambulance  is  used  for  the  transport  of  cases  to  the 
Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  whilst  Small  Pox  cases  are  conveyed  to 
Middlesbrough  by  motor  ambulance. 
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8.  Inquiries  are  made  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  as  to  the 
existence  of  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  on  board  ship,  and  if  any 
exist,  treatment  at  the  West  Hartlepool  Clinic  is  recommended. 
Leaflets  on  the  subject  giving  particulars  of  the  various  clinics  are 
distributed  on  incoming  vessels. 


9.  This  Authority  has  appointed  Dr.  Cookson,  Bacter- 
iologist and  Pathologist  of  Sunderland  Infirmary,  to  examine  and 
report  on  any  rats  sent  to  him  from  this  port. 


TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases 

Average  No.  of  Cases 

during  1927. 

for  last  5 years. 

— 

Nil. 

One 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during 
the  voj'age,  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Disease. 

No  of  Cases 
during  1927. 

Average  No.  of  Cases 
for  last  5 years. 

Small  Pox 

5 

2-4 

v.  Measures  against  Rodents. 


1.  In  ships  in  the  port  the  steps  taken  for  the  detection  of 
rodent  plague  are  as  follows: — (a)  Enquiries  are  made  as  to 
the  presence  of  rats  or  as  to  abnormal  infestation  or  unusual 
sickness  or  morality  among  them.  ( b ) Specimen  rats  obtained 
from  ships,  are  sent,  when  considered  necessary,  to  Dr.  Cookson, 
Sunderland  Infirmary,  for  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examination.  Two  specimen  rats  from  a vessel  that  had  loaded 
in  the  River  Plate  and  discharged  her  wheat  cargo  at  Bremen, 
were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year  1927.  The  result 
was  that  no'  bacillus  pestis  was  found  to  be  present. 

The  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  port  do  not  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port 

Sanitary  Authority.  The  responsibility  for  the  detection  of 
ro * 2  3ent  lpague  in  these  places  rests  jointly  between  the  County 
Borough  of  West  Hartlepool  and  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool. 

2.  To  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  shore 
the  use  of  rat  guards  is  recommended  generally  but  insisted 
upon  in  the  case  of  infested  vessels.  If  infested  vessels  possess 
no  rat  guards  for  their  mooring  ropes  the  Authority  supply 
and  charge  for  use  of  same. 

3.  {a)  The  method  of  deratisation  where  a vessel  is  found 
to  be  infested  is  that  of  poisoning.  This  work  is  done  by 
the  Rat  Executive  Officer  of  the  Durham  County  Council  under 
the  Agreement  in  force  between  the  Durham  County  Council 
and  the  Authority  for  the  use  of  his  services.  It  has  an 
advantage  over  fumigation  that  every  place  in  the  ship  receives 
attention,  i.e. : — holds,  engine  room,  store  rooms,  ’tween  deck 
spaces,  bunker  spaces,  galley,  decks,  stoke  hold,  tunnel,  berths, 
alley-ways,  fore  peak,  chain  lockers,  bow  lockers  and  boats.  It 
can  also  be  said  in  its  favour  that  the  cost  to  the  shipowner 
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is  small  and  that  the  results,  so  far  as  actual  destrucWn  is 
concerned  are  good.  A complaint  has  not  yet  been  made  that 
after  treatment  live  rats  were  in  evidence.  The  disadvantage 
of  the  method  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  the 
numbers  of  rats  destroyed.  They  can  only  be  variously  estimated 
They  may  also  die  in  ceilings,  linings,  and  in  out  of  the  way  places 
and  create  a nuisance  During  the  year  1927  nineteen  vessels 
were  deratised  here  by  this  method  and  possibly  some  thousands 
of  rats  destroyed. 

( b ) The  deratisition  of  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
docks  mainly  concerns  the  L.  & N.E.  Railway  Company,  who 
employ  their  own  rat  catcher.  He  uses  traps  and  poison  bait. 
A number  of  cats  are  kept  in  the  large  warehouses  and  no 
doubt  do  much  to  keep  down  the  rat  population. 

4.  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Preval- 
ance on  Ships.  On  boarding  all  vessels  the  Inspector  makes 
enquiries  from  masters  and  crews  as  to  prevalence  of  rats  on 
board,  and  obtains  particulars  as  to  when  deratisation  last  took 
place,  examining  Fumigation  Certificates  when  produced.  If 
satisfied  with  such  enquiries  no  further  action  is  taken.  If, 
however,  he  is  not  satisfied  a search  is  made  and  if,  as  a 
result,  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  is  infested, 
action  is  immediately  taken  under  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruction) 
Act.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  it  does  not  always  follow 
that  because  Rat  Fumigation  Certificates  of  recent  origin  are 
produced  a vessel  is  necessarily  free  from  rats.  Two  instances 
occurred  during  the  year  when,  although  recent  certificates  were 
produced,  live  rats  were  present  on  board  in  large  numbers. 
In  each  case  the  vessel  was  again  deratised  here. 

5.  Rat  Proofing,  (a)  Quays  are  mainly  built  of  stoae, 
but  there  are  several  wood  quays  or  jetties.  The  latter  are 
periodically  tarred  and  do  not  offer  much  inducement  to  rat 
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breeding.  The  warehouses  are  substantially  built  of  stone,  iron, 
brick  and  cement,  and  may  be  considered  as  reasonably  rat 
proof  as  such  erections  can  be  made.  There  is  only  one  small 
warehouse  built  of  wood.  The  large  warehouses  were  originally 
built  for  the  grain  trade  but  there  is  now  no  such  trade  in  the 
port  and  there  is,  in  fact,  little  stored  in  the  warehouses  to 
attract  rats. 

(6)  In  the  modern  ship  great  attention  has  been  paid  by 
the  ship  designer  to  the  matter  of  rat  proofing.  Iron  store 
rooms,  and  the  prevalence  of  iron  bulkheads  and  ironwork 
generally  offer  few  facilities  for  the  harbouring  or  breeding  of  rats. 

Where  it  is  found,  in  the  older  type  of  vessel  that,  by 
making  an  alteration  in  the  construction  of  store  rooms  and 
ceilings  and  other  places  that  harbour  rats,  these  places  can 
be  made  rat  proof,  such  alterations  are  recommended. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1927. 
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VI.  — Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

TABLE  i. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 
of  Vessel. 

Number  Inspected 
during  1927. 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction. 

Structural 

Defects  through 

wear  and  tear. 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 

other  conditions 

prejudicial  to 

Health. 

i 

British 

835 

Nil. 

10 

26 

42 

Other  Nations  ... 

598 

2 

39 

VII. — Food  I nspection . 

1.  During  the  year  1927  there  was  no  food  imported 
requiring  action  to  be  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported 
Foods)  Regulations,  1925,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk) 
Regulations,  1926,  or  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in 
Food)  Regulations,  1927. 

Eighteen  bags  of  granulated  sugar,  damaged  by  sea  water, 
was  detained  ex  S.S.  Hamfelde,  from  Hamburg.  It  was  after- 
wards released  for  the  purpose  of  sugar  boiling. 

2.  Shell-fish.  There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Authority. 

3.  No  samples  of  food  were  sent  for  examination  during 
the  year. 
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In  conclusion  my  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  Surveyor 
of  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise,  to  the  Chief  Preventive  Officer 
of  Customs,  to  the  Waterguard  Staff  of  Customs,  to  the  Harbour 
Master  (Capt.  Nicholson),  to  the  respective  Dock  Masters,  and 
to  the  Pilot  Master  and  Pilots,  for  the  kind  courtesy  and 
assistance  received  by  the  Officers  of  your  Authority. 


I also  beg  to  thank  Masters,  Owners  and  Brokers  for 
their  aid  and  co-operation  in  enabling  me  to  carry  out  the 
various  duties  devolving  upon  the  administration  of  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority. 


ARNOLD  S.  L.  BIGGART,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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